
 

   

                 

                

              

             

              

                

         

 

                  

             

           

            

             

          

            

            

CARDIOLOGY CODING SCENARIOS


1.	� The patient is a 56 year old male with intermittent episodes of irregular heart beat that 

causes mild shortness of breath and a general sense of malaise, but no chest pain. He 

has been evaluated over the past year and has documented recurring episodes of atrial 

fibrillation recorded on a holter monitor. He is being treated for ongoing benign 

hypertension with an ACE inhibitor. Questioning reveals that he has not been taking his 

medication as prescribed and more as he feels the need. On previous visits to this office 

related to his hypertension he continues to admit noncompliance. 

2.	� A 56 year old male is seen in the emergency department with an acute onset of chest 

pain. An electro cardiogram shows ST elevation and changes consistent with an anterior 

wall myocardial infarction. The patient has subsequent enzyme elevations that confirm 

a myocardial infarction. The angiogram demonstrates an obstruction of the left anterior 

descending coronary artery. Patient has a history of myocardial infarction six weeks ago. 

Patient is positive for hypertension and hyperlipidemia with ongoing medication 

management. Patient history is positive for smoking and is currently using nicotine 

patches and is in remission. His last cigarette was six months ago. 



 

               

             

         

                 

          

 

 

 

               

             

 

 

 

             

3.	� This 63-year-old male is being seen for treatment of his unstable angina. This gentleman 

has a history of two-vessel coronary artery bypass approximately 18 months ago. A 

recent cardiac catheterization shows continued evidence of coronary arteriosclerosis 

but both of the bypass grafts are patent. Also, of note, is that this patient suffered a 

cerebrovascular infarction three years ago which resulted in right-side (dominant) 

hemiparesis. 

4.	� This 75-year-old man is seen today for treatment of his congestive heart failure. After 

study, the final diagnosis was documented as acute on chronic diastolic congestive heart 

failure. 

5. This patient is being seen today for follow-up of his benign hypertension.
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